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that when the association no more remains in tact, the agency that
brought it into existence would dissolve automatically.
The institution of marriage thus permits and legalises sexual
pleasure and cohabitation between two persons of the opposite sex.
The man and the woman who were strangers before, assume at once
the status of a husband and a wife. Human society whose basic
unit is the family, has always disapproved any sexual intercourse
without one's assuming the status of a husband or a wife. Whatever
might be the forms of attaining such a status, all sexual intercourses
without this status, have been abominable in any human civilisation
and those unrecognised and illegal cohabitations have been termed
fornication or whoredom or adultery.
The objects of marriage might have been different with
different civilisations but we find one thing in common among them
all And the common factor is the disapprobation of illegal forms
of copulations and unions between the sexes. It is the reason why
marriage has always been recommended as an important step to
check fornication. In all probability, man may take to illegal forms
also to satisfy his lust inspite of his having a legal partner to quench
his thirst, but the degree and extent of such criminals would far be
lessened when compared to a situation where such legal partnership
does not exist. The view of St. Paul as set forth in the first Epistle
to the Corinthians adds strength to the above argument. He says
"It is good for a man not to touch a woman. Nevertheless, to avoid
fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman
have his own husband.1 According to Islamic Philosophy of
marriage, it does not only legalise intercourse and children and
provide for exclusive possession and communion between man and
woman, but also protects the purity of life of both the sexes. The
Qur'an exhorts the believers, "the unmarried among you shall enter
into marital tie."2 The last Prophet of Islam once said, "O young
men! He among you who can afford to meet the expenses
1.       I Cor. vii 1 -9 as quoted by Betrand Russcl, in Marriage and Morals, London
1970, p.27.
2.       Qur'an (24:32)